Declutter yo

Whether yvou have a couple
of days or just a few
minutes Lo spare, there's
something you can do to
make your hame more
festive and less frenzied in
the run-up to Christmas

If you're planning
your big declutter
for November

TAKES A
WEEKEND [

arganised well in advance
and carry cut a feve essential
home improvements by
setting aside one weekend
in Movember to make your
house spick-and-span. Try
these buys and ideas

See things clearly

Icdentify your wsible clutter
hotspots, “Walk around your
heouse and try o view iTas a
stranger would, ' says Anita
Richardzon of property siyling
campany, Houss W, "We getl
used to our surmoundings and
stop seing thern as others do.'
Ticly away piles af clothes and
shaes, file any stray papenswork,
and clear your surfaces

Revamp a room
Yo still have plenty of time
for a homa makeowver, soif
you've been intending to clear
out and revamp a living ream,
kitchen ar guest racm, back 3
decoratar now. Tradespecple
will e busy in the run-up to
Christmas, so get 3 date in
the diary as 500n 35 you can
To find someane lecal, wisit
pantingdecoratingassooiation.
ca. Uk, ratedpeaple.com,
decosatorocatar.co.uk, o go
tor ubux.couk o view a list of
Cwlux's approved professionals

174 allaboutyoucom/housabeaidiful

Order new furniture

fyou need new storage
furriture, arder mow. “Christrmas
% abusy time far couriers and

storage is often made to arder,
50 leawe about six waeeks far
delvery,' says Simon Glamville,

Manageng Director af Store

Buy gifts as you go
Create some space to tidy

WAy presents as you buy them,

'| adwocate one big buying Hitz,'

says Maomi Saunders fram
decluttering company Clearly

Organised, It saves time and i
ultimately kess stressful. Only

spread buying over a faw wizaks

f ywou know you'll have time,”

Check your supplies
Spend an hour of one day
collectirng together last year's
Chiristrmias leftovers. “Gather
up unused cardgs, crackers
and wWrapping paper,” says
prafessional declutierer Sus
Kay, awener of Mo Mare
Chutter and author af
Haarder To Order (£9.59,
Hadder Arnald}, “Youw'll save
mcney and clutter a3 you
wion't buy sa much.” After
the festwities, stoee them all
togethes for next year.
Christmas decorations
o, from

£13, Store

our home
in a day...

..a weekend, or even just minutes

If you haven't started
until December

TAKES A
DAY When you've

leftit a bit later than planned,
don’t despair, You can make
a dentin the clutter mound
in just one day. The key is to
concentrate your efforts in
the right places.

sarting out the slesping
areas of the house will help
you feel in control and ready
for the mix of extra people
and presents. Planning
where your decorations will
go could save time in the
wsek before Christrmas

Store Christrmas paper

and tags in the Giftwrap
Storage Bag, £14.99, KTWO
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Reduce your stock
Go through your wardrohes and
clear them af bulky coats or
BEvening dresses o make more
P FOr guUests of everydaywear,

‘Most pecple have a place
whira they tend 1o stash their
party clothes,’ says Mo Mare
Clutter’s Sus Kay. 'Take &l these
things out of the wardrabe, try
tham on and iT you knew
you'ne not going to wear them
again, giviz them ta a charity
shop. That way you've done a
good turn and cesred zame
space at the same time.!

Sequash donsr any bulky, larger
iters wich as coats and towels,
a5 wiall as unseasonal clothes, 1o

‘Ouwrrevampeas only

Juslt fintshed in time’

Deachutterer Jo Jacob, 38, and husband Steve, 37, from
Petersfield, Hampshine, started organising their living room in
September last year. They finished just in time for Christmas.
Wie'd given our [ving room a makeowver to make it seem cosier, and
we were also keen o add some proper storage Tor all our books.

‘8 part of my decluttening business, Benella nteriors, | offer an
unpackirg service, but for the three years we'd been here, all cur
pocks had been sitting in boxes behind the sofa, Thers was just
nawhers to put them, sowe decided o have some bespoke shelves
made, They were delivered three days before Christmas, and we
sperit the next o reghits frantcally painting them. Because we haws
i Chiledrer = Ben, 10, ard Eleanor, four = vee could oy really do
the decoratng at night. Both nights |'was wa uritil 1am, trying to get
thiern finished, Stese came home on Chistrmas Eve ta find mea
nutting the books out, even thowgh the shelves weers still slighthy
tacky — but they did ook lovely for Christimas,”

Call Benella Interiors on 07703 218905; beneallaintariors.co.uk

ve and right rst solutio 1= l 5
| berhind the safa transfarm mily’s living
ping T L= mat y in i ir Christrm:
a fraction of their onginal size R T e T S h DU M T e
warth vacuum bags. Put the bags Streamline your clothing -
irito urderbed boxes or up n the Yol don't have To empty your :‘“IthhT‘g
Ioft to keep them out of the way wardrobes completaly for TE:E:-qu:'-"ldir;g
'r'!,r o Pack & "[|g|*'[ slarage QuiEsts. LISt make sune there's Company
bags, £3.99, from ML A spare drawer and some
hargng space,’ says Beverly "'"}

Clear out older children’s
wardrobes, too
Con't limit your clesrance to
wour own wardrebe. I youw have
adult children away studying or
wworing wha'll be returning far
Chrstrnas, take this opportunity
to clear their wardrobe while
they're not arownd. Only keep
thirgs you know they can’t lve
CONTINUED CVER PAGE

Wade from professional
decluttenng campany,
Cluttergone. 'Don’t forget o
find a hame for suitcases, toa.'
M aximise your storage with
hargmng organisers and multi-
hargers, and fald thifgs neatly
1o create mare space. If Wour
wiardrobes are crammed full, a
clathes rail or valet stand wil
give you extra hanging space,

Double clothes
valet, £34.95, The
Cotswold Company

Extendable whealed
garment rack, £1749,
The Holding Company
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